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believe his cockamamie story about Luki being levitated to the mother ship. The aliens sometimes abduct.Bernard Fallows leaned alongside the sliding glass door in the
living room and stared out at the lawn behind the apartment while he wondered to himself when he would be free to begin his new career at Port Norday. He had broached
the subject to Kath, as he now knew she had guessed he would, and she had told him simply that the people there who had met him were looking forward to working with
him. But he had agreed with Pernak and Lechat that a nucleus of people capable of taking rational control of events would have to remain available until the last possibility
of extreme threats to the Chironians went away, and that Ramisson's Integrationist platform, to which Lechat had now allied himself, needed support to allow the old order
to extinguish itself via its own processes..Another missile salvo streaked in and smashed into the walls and structures inboard from the lock, wiping out half the force that
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had just begun to move. The survivors reeling among the wreckage began crumpling and falling under a concentrated hail of HE and cluster fire from M32s and infantry
assault artillery. What was left of the covering force broke and began running back in disorder. "Get everybody out! Pull back to-" The glass partition imploded under a direct
hit, and a split second later a guided bomb carrying a five-hundred-pound incendiary warhead put an end to all resistance in the vicinity of Number 2 Aft Access Port,.as
though they were disguised blessings from which unexpected benefits would arise in time. Part of.Bernard gave Jay a stern look. "You don't expect us to believe that,
surely. Now, tell us where this stuff came from. I want the truth. If you've been up to something, I'll be willing to write it off as nothing more than planet fall getting to your
head. Now--are you sure there isn't something you want to tell us?".Lechat looked at them for a few seconds longer, then sat up and mustered a grin. "Well, what can I say?
Good luck.January 9, 2081.Celia spoke for the first time since sitting down with Veronica and Casey. Until now they had not been fully aware of the reason for Bernard and
Lechat's visit. "Either way a wanting won't do any good," she said. "Whether you issue one now or later is academic. He would defy it. You don't know him. The hard core of
the Army is rallying round him, and it has reinforced his confidence. He thinks he is unbeatable.".But the descendants of that seed would return and populate Earth once
again. In six months the refitting of the ship would be completed, and it would plunge once more into the void to make the first exploratory voyage back, a voyage which
would require less than a third of the time of the outward journey. Lechat would be the Mission Director, Fallows the Chief of Engineering, and Adam would head one of the
scientific teams, Colman would be returning 'too, as an Engineering officer; Kath would fulfill her dream of seeing Earth; and Alex would be about Jay's age by the time they
returned to Chiron. Many of the old, familiar faces, some through nostalgia and others through restlessness after five years of planet-bound living, would take to space again
in the ship that had been their home for twenty years..taste from his recent experience of it..Leilani in the house of Sinsemilla. Leilani limping ever closer to a bomb-clock
birthday, ticking toward.Sinsemilla had done, Leilani wasn't in the mood to conjure up Kato..In its natural condition a society was like an iceberg, eight*ninths submerged in
crude ignorance and serving no useful purpose other than to elevate and support the worthy minority whose distillation and embodiment of all that was excellent of the race
conferred privilege as a fight and authority as a duty. The calamity of 2021 had been the capsizing of an iceberg that had become top-heavy when too much~ of the
stabilizing mass that belonged at its base had tried to climb above its center of gravity. The war had been the price of allowing shopkeepers to posture as statesmen, factory
foremen as industrialists, and diploma-waving bohemians as thinkers, of equating rudimentary literacy with education and simpleminded daydreaming with proof of spiritual
worth. But while the doctrines of the New Order were curing the disease in the West, a new epidemic had broken out on the other side of the world in the wake of the
unopposed mushrooming of Asian prosperity that had come after the war. Mankind as a whole, it seemed, would never learn..The concrete floor, painted ruby-red,
appeared to have been mopped at least a couple times since.Five minutes later Swyley and Malloy had gone into conference in a corner with Celia and Lechat, and Colman
stood apart with Sirocco and Hanlon, discussing tactical details. "We might have enough now to put a demolition squad outside to take out the Battle Module drive section
like Carson suggested," Hanlon said. "Even if Sterm gets in there it would give more protection to the rest of the ship.".For the first time a hint of anger flashed across
Sterm's face. I would advise you not to use this as an opportunity for demonstrating your cleverness," he warned. He allowed himself a moment to calm down. Then he
resumed speaking more slowly. "Earth is tearing itself apart because it has failed to produce the strong leader who would crush"- Sterm raised a hand and dosed his fist in
front of his face-"the petty rivalries and jealousies which throughout history have frustrated, any chance of expression of the full potential grandeur of collective unity and
power. Earth has always been in turmoil because it has inherited a legacy of chaos of global proportions against which the efforts of even its most capable organizers have
been to no avail. Is that the future that you would wish upon Chiron?.At that moment Stanislau emitted a triumphant shout, and Bernard straightened up behind him to look
across at Colman. "He's done it!" Bernard exclaimed. They moved over to see for themselves, and Sirocco came across from the platform. The rest of the mess hall quieted
down. The screen in front of Stanislau was showing the day's duty roster for the entire infantry brigade..exotic places embodied in these superhighway Gypsies, the dog is
curled compactly on the passenger's.Micky had finished her second cup of coffee. She couldn't recall drinking it. She got up to pour a refill..He doesn't want to endanger
these people. If he stays here, they might be dead even before they empty.Sirocco tuned his head towards Hanlon. "Get a couple of pistol belts and side arms from the
Armory, Bret," he said. "Let's find out just how good this character really is. I think he might be able to help us solve our problem.".mismatched feet had never been anything
other than the rough track of reality.."I don't like the idea of a limited military presence down there," Borftein said. "We're trusting the Chironians too much. I still say they
could have strength that they're not showing yet. We could be exposing those civilians to all kinds of risks--terrorism, provocations. What if they get hit by surprise? I've
seen it all before.".to stiffen your spine, work up some spit, open the damn door, go in there where the beast was, and you.appears entirely normal. Pudgy, about sixty, with
a full head of thick white hair, he might play a.Kalens raised his head sharply. "So if the Director had already suspended Congress at that time, would that, situation persist
under the new Director?" He thought for a moment, then added, "I would assume it must, Surely. The object is obviously to ensure continuity of appropriate measures
during the course of an emergency.".The presidential suite was hers, not because she had booked the use of it, but because she owned the.wife as a client, you declared
that you were his enemy. But he's such a good man, he wants to make you.drink..could endure, this was too much, too much, intolerable.."I never realized," Geneva said
miserably. "Never. I never suspected.".have the heart to use them..And, most astonishing of all, it required only one "hypertweedle" in tweedlespace to account for all the
projections perceived as dums, dees, antidums, and antidees and both universes. A universe provided, in effect, a screen upon which the same projections were repeated
over and over again as a consequence of the separation of the space and time dimensions of the screen itself, which of course was why every dum was the same as every
other dum, and every dee the same as every other dee. It was as if a typewriter created paper as it typed on, leaving the planar inhabitants of the flat universe that it had
brought into being to ponder why all the characters encountered serially in their own "flat-time" should have exactly the same form..hope..aliens or his vessel might spiral
into the gravitational vortex of a black hole while he dreamed of Britney.After a hesitation, Leilani said, "Dr. Doom says he's had this vision that we'll both be healed by.She
hadn't cried since childhood. She'd thought that she was beyond tears, too tough for self-pity and.The intellectually disadvantaged trucker is so deeply touched by this
expression of concern that he."Got far with them?" Pernak asked..night on the same street..The most interesting life-form was a species of apelike creature that possessed
certain feline characteristics. They inhabited a region in the north of Occidenia and were known as "monkeats," a name that the infant Founders had coined when they saw
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the first views sent back by the Kuan-yin's reconnaissance probes many years ago. They were omnivores that had evolved from pure carnivores, possessed a highly
developed social order, and were beginning to experiment with the manufacture of simple hand tools. The Chironians were interested observers of the monkeats, but for the
most part tended not to interfere with them unless attacked, which was now rare since the monkeats invariably got the worst of it. Other notable dangerous life-forms include
the daskrends, which Jay had already told Colman about, various poisonous reptiles and large insects that were concentrated mainly around southern Selene and the
isthmus connecting it to Terranova, though some kinds did spread as far as the Medichironian, a flying mammal found in Artemia which possessed deadly talons and a
ranged beak and would swoop down upon anything in sight, and a variety of catlike, doglike, and bearlike predators that roamed across parts of all four continents to a
greater or lesser degree..He blinks, thinking furiously, striving to comprehend what she has suggested, but he can't avoid the.But Bernard suspected that the Chironians
were fully capable of dealing with the problem without the Army. The Chironian population seemed to have evolved experts at everything, including some very capable
marksmen and backwoodsmen who in years gone by had been called on occasionally to discourage, and if necessary dispose of, persistent troublemakers. Van Ness, for
instance-the man who had dropped Wilson with a clean shot from the back of a crowded room-was obviously no amateur. It had turned out that Van Ness besides being a
cartographer and timber supplier, was also an experienced hunter and explorer and taught 'armed- and unarmed-combat skills at the academy in Franklin that Jay had
visited. In fact Colman had spent an afternoon in the hills farther along the Peninsula observing some of the academy's outdoor activities, and had returned convinced, Jay
had said, that some of the Chironians were as good as the Army's best snipers.."How do you know he'll go along with it?" Barbara asked.."Our orders are to precede the
Ambassador's party through the docking lock to form an honorary guard in the forward antechamber of the Kuan-yin, where the formalities will take place,'" Sirocco read
aloud to-the D Company personnel assigned as escorts at the briefing held early that morning. "'Punctilious attention to discipline and order will prevail at all times, and the
personnel taking part will be made mindful of the importance of maintaining a decorum appropriate to 'the dignity of a unique historic occasion.' That means no
ventriloquized comments to relieve the boredom, Swyley, and the best parade ground turnout you ever managed, all of you. 'Since provocative actions on the part of the
Chironians are considered improbable, number-one ceremonial uniforms will be Worn, with weapons carried loaded for precautionary purposes only. As a contingency
against emergencies, a reserve of Special Duty troopers at full combat readiness will remain in the shuttle and subject to such orders as the senior general accompanying
the boarding party should see fit to issue at his discretion.'".something?".with the reflected glow..that hand is a human ear..Sensing that this guy won't be rattled by the
serial-killer alert?or by much else, for that matter?Curtis.CHAPTER TEN
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